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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY No. 12-26 

 

To: Owners/Operators, Masters, Nautical Inspectors, Recognized Organizations 

 

Subject: PORTABLE ATMOSPHERE TESTING INSTRUMENTS  

 

Date: 4 September 2026 

 

 

The Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) Maritime Administrator (the “Administrator”) has 

been notified by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) of an increasing number of deficiencies 

being issued during USCG Port State Control examinations relating to improperly calibrated 

portable atmosphere testing instruments. 

 

The Administrator reminds owners, operators, and Masters that in accordance with International 

Maritime Organization Circular MSC.1/Circ.1561, compliance with the provision “suitable means 

shall be provided for the calibration of all such instruments” in the International Convention for 

the Safety of Life at Sea, Regulation XI-1/7 may be achieved by calibrating portable atmosphere 

testing instruments on board or ashore in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.  

 

Accordingly, when electing to calibrate portable atmosphere testing instruments on board, owners, 

operators, and Masters of RMI-flagged vessels must ensure that:  

 

• all relevant crewmembers are trained and familiar with the proper calibration procedures 

according to the manufacturer’s instructions; 

 

• suitable means for the proper calibration, as specified by the manufacturer, are available 

onboard; and 

 

• the vessel’s Safety Management System adequately details the calibration, testing, and use 

of portable atmosphere testing instruments. 

 

Properly calibrated portable atmosphere testing instruments are critical to ensuring the safety of 

personnel and the prevention of onboard occupational injuries and fatalities. 

https://www.register-iri.com/wp-content/uploads/MSC.1-Circ.1561.pdf

