SHIP SECURITY ADVISORY No. 08-25J

To: Owners/Operators, Masters, Company Security Officers, Recognized Security
Organizations

SUBJECT: DRUG TRAFFICKING FROM SOUTH AMERICA

Date: 21 July 2025
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https://insightcrime.org/news/under-radar-what-hundreds-ofnarco-sub-seizures-tell-us-about-global-cocaine-routes/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/world-drug-report-2025.html
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stored in the traffickers have
compartment where smuggled illicit ff
the a‘hnchnl is kept, subgtfances in D rug Tra 'Cke rs
but this maritime among supplies -
tool has also been onboard, often in the G t c t At S
used to throw them ship's principal hold e rea lve ea
overhoard ar hull ;
3. Captain's Cabin 4. Funnel 5. Vents
Drugs have A far leszon comman Traffickers have been
previously been method used by kenown to weld
found among the s has been to packages of drugs to
personal belongings. ugs close to vents below deck,
of captains a ship's funnel. which can affecta

ship's operating
systems in some cases.

6. Water Inlets
Divers working for
drug traffickers have
used water inlets to
subtly conceal drugs

7. The Hull 8. Fuel Tank 9, Torpedoes
Smugglers have been Drugs have been Traffickers have been

fora attaching so-called
watertight method to in car fuel tanks, but ‘torpedoes’ 1o ship
evade autharities, what about ships? hulls, allowing them .
Erritaingy ¥ cart vy TRt 10. Engine Room 11. Propellor
concealing drugs loads at high sea, if lllicit substances Smugglers have been
within or attached to necessary have beeqi gized knim g use & ves-
ship hulls from ship engine sel's propellors to
rooms occasionally, conceal drugs in &
to which a select few rather unexpected
HIDING PLACES ON OTHER VESSELS have access. place

12. Store Room
A ship’s sail store room is out of bounds for most, but

traffickers have found a way to use it to their advantage

13. Fishing Nets
Fishing Nets have been used to bring drugs aboard
ahead of departure Source: inSight Crime investigations and open media sources

insightcrime.org
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https://insightcrime.org/news/hide-and-seek-drug-traffickers-creative-at-sea/
https://insightcrime.org/news/hide-and-seek-drug-traffickers-creative-at-sea/
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https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Facilitation/FAL%20related%20nonmandatory%20documents/MSC.228(82).pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Security/Documents/FAL.9(34).pdf
https://www.register-iri.com/wp-content/uploads/MN-2-011-16.pdf
https://north-standard.com/insights-and-resources/resources/articles/the-evolving-threat-of-illicit-drug-trafficking-at-sea
https://www.register-iri.com/wp-content/uploads/MI-109-6.pdf
mailto:marsec@register-iri.com
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.2 IMO Resolution MSC.228(82) and IMO Resolution FAL.9(34), Revised Guidelines for the Prevention and
Suppression of the Smuggling of Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Precursor Chemicals on Ships
Engaged in International Maritime Traffic

.3 International Chamber of Shipping, Drug Trafficking and Drug Abuse on Board Ship: Guidelines for
Owners and Masters on Preparation, Prevention, Protection and Response

.4 UNODC, World Drug Report 2025

.5 World Customs Organization, lllicit Trade Report 2023

.6 InSight Crime Investigation, Hide and Seek:hide and Seek : How to Drug Traffickers Get Creative at Sea

.7 InSight Crime Investigation, The Cocaine Pipeline to Europe

.8 Britania, North/Norheast Brazil Maritime Drug Trafficking

.9 Steamship Mutual, Drug Smuggling and Preventative Measures

.10 NorthStandard, The evolving threat of illicit drug trafficking at sea
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https://www.ics-shipping.org/publications/drug-trafficking-and-drug-abuse-on-board-ship-2025-2026-edition
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https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/RA%20106%20-Drug%20Smuggling%20and%20Preventive%20Measures_0.pdf
https://north-standard.com/insights-and-resources/resources/articles/the-evolving-threat-of-illicit-drug-trafficking-at-sea

